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— — Atl the Children of Judah prevailed, 


1 they relied upon the LO R D 
GOD of their Fathers. 


MON the various Duties ba 
ing to Man, there is none more ob- 
vious or more intereſting, than that 
of Truſt and Reliance on the ſu- 
| preme Being. This is daily ſuggeſted to him, 
Nas well by his own Wants, which the World, 
W he finds, is in many Caſes unable, in more in- 
| diſpoſed, to ſupply ; as by thoſe great Attributes 
= of Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power in the Al- 
mighty, which render Him adequate to all his 
Wy Defires, and of Courſe the only proper Object 
Hof his Confidence. Accordingly Mankind, we 
re fare, became early acquainted with this Du- 
WT ty ; fince Religion, whoſe Antiquity is equal to 
chat of our Species, is all built, however diffe- 
; rent in Form, on this common Foundation, a 
WJ Senſe of Men's Wants, and a Belief that Gop 
Ls able and willing to relieve them, 
N A And 


V 
* 


4ST 


And if Men in their private Capacities are 
bound to this Truſt, the Duty is at leaſt equal- 
ly incumbent on public Communities. Theſe 
have Wants to be ſupplyed, Invaſions and At- 
tacks to be guarded againſt, as well as Indivi- 
duals. And, as they are leſs inclined to aſſiſt one 
another, and ungrateful, encroaching, and treach- 
erous, to a Degree not ordinarily known among 
private Perſons ; their more immediate, if not 
ſole, Dependence ſeems to be upon Heaven. 
They too may with greater Certainty preſume, 
from the viſible Courſe of Providence, that this 
their Truſt will be rewarded with a correſpon- 
dent Meaſure of temporal Succeſs. For though 
a good Man, who hath always firmly adhered 
to this Duty, can never finally be diſappointed, 
yet does his Condition in this Life ſeldom hold 
that even Pace with his Virtues, which is ſeen 
in the Proſperity of States and Kingdoms, A- 
mong theſe, Rewards are dealt out, for the pre- 
ſent, with a more equal Hand ; whilſt Man is 
reſerved for his juſt Portion of Happineſs to an 
After-ſtate ; where Nations, which here afford 
the nobleſt Theatre for the Manifeſtations of 
Providence, as ſuch ſhall be no more. 
Agreeable to this were, all along, the Deal- 
in gs of God with His own People the Jes; 
amongſt whom many a good Man was ſuffered 
; to 
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to lead a Life of Diſappointment and Trouble, 
whilſt the State was always happy and flouriſh- 
ing in Proportion to ĩts more ſteady Reliance on 
the true God, in Oppoſition to Idols. Nor were 
its Deliverances leſs remarkable, when, after a- 
ny temporary Departure from it, they returned 
to this Duty. We have a memorable Inſtance of 
this in that Paſſage of ſacred Hiſtory, from 
whence the Text is taken. The eus are there 
deſcribed as at War with a neighbouring State, 
which being greatly their Superior in Strength 
and Numbers, had threatened to over-run and 
deſtroy them. But notwithſtanding that the Pro- 
bability of Succeſs was thus viſibly againſt them, 
we are told they utterly ſubdued and brought 
under the Enemy at that Time. The principal 
Cauſe of which Victory, as the inſpired Penman 
aſſures us, was their relying on the Loxp Gop of 
their Fathers, who through all Ages, upon their 
returning to Him, had given them ſuch fignal 
Proofs of His Mercy. 

This Inſtance of Sachen ind Deliverance 
affords great Encouragement to other Nations, 
engaged in the like Circumſtances of Danger. For 
though the Jews were under a particular Provi- 
dence, yet is there Nothing in this fingle Ex- 
ample, or numberleſs others of the ſame Kind 


| eren in their Hiſtory, which may not con- 
A 2 ſiſt 


have to this Duty. By ſaying immediate and pref- 


[6] 
ſiſt with the Expectations of any other People: 
No righteous State having ever been totally op- 
preſſed, nor any wicked one ſuffered to flouriſh, 
unleſs for a while to ſcourge or cut off ſome o- 
ther Nation more abandoned and wicked than 
RE. - 
Since then the ** of a People, Anal 


at War, bears in general ſo exact a Proportion 


to their Affiance in G op, whatever tends to a- 


waken in us a Senſe of this Duty, will alſo beſt 
qualify us to anſwer the pious Deſign of our 


preſent Aſſembling: Which is to implore Al- 
mighty Gop for a Bleſſing on the Arms of our 
Sovereign, and that He would reſtore and per- 


petuate Peace, Safety and Fit to 2 
Kingdoms. hen 


"To excite in our Hearts therefore this divine 


Confidence, let us conſider _ 


J. Firſt, the immediate and aeg Call we 
have to this Duty. 


n. Secondly, the Conditions add on our 
Part in Order to render it effectual. 5 


m. Thirdly, the Advantages naturally ariſing 
fitom a due Diſcharge of it. And 


I. As to his ag oy 1 


Jong 


TS] 


fing I would not be underſtood to ſuppoſe this 4 
Duty, from which a Nation can ever be exempt; 
fince its Dependence, in every Condition, muſt 
be {till upon Gop : But only that Prudence re- 
quires we ſhould be moſt attentive thereto, when, 
humanly ſpeaking, the divine Aſſiſtance is moſt 
immediately wanted. And this we ſhall always 
imagine it to be in Times of Diſtreſs: Though 
even Proſperity itſelf, how ſettled ſoever jt may 
appear, we know cannot long be Mo = 
without it. 

Admitting this for a Rule then, we ſhall 1 
more than ordinary Cauſe at this Time to apply 
ourſelves to the Duty before us. For with Sor- 
row it muſt be acknowledged, that the preſent 
Situation of our Affairs hath an alarming Ap- 
pearance. We are engaged in War with an en- 
raged and ambitious Enemy, that, for Strength 
and Numbers, hath long been the Terror of 
Europe, And though the War did but lately 
commence, we have already ſuffered ſome heavy, 
and, it is to be feared, irretrievable Loſſes; and 
in a Manner ſo ſhameful, becauſe with ſo fair a 
Proſpect of Succeſs on our Side, as makes them 
ſtick like Arrows in the Heart of every Lover 
of his Country, What new Encroachments too, 
accompanyed with the blackeſt Circumſtances 
of ſavage Cruelty and Murder, are every 
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Day made on our valuable Colonies: Where, 
as . was ſaid of Mel, in the laſt Decline of their 
State, we begin to be cut ſhort, and the Enemy 


| -hath ſmitten-us in all our Coaſts! Theſe Misfor- 


tunes have been followed by what will ever be 


the Fate of falling Kingdoms as well as Men, 


dhe Deſertion of Allies and Friends: The Senſe 
of which muſt ſting us the deeper, as ſome of 


them perhaps could never have been worth court- 
ing by the Enemy, had it not been for the Im- 
portance, which our own Blood and Treaſures 
procured them. Thus left in a manner” fingle 
to cope with the potent Adverſary, we have in 
the mean while great Difficulties to ſtruggle with 


at. Home. The Nation is exhauſted of its pub- 
lic Wealth, loaded with enormous Incumbran- 
ces, and perplexed with ſuch an annual Increaſe 
of Expences, that Invention is racked to find 
Expedients how to ſupply. them. In a Word 
\ our preſent and late Wars, from which ſcarce 
Time hath been allowed us to breathe, have ſo 
| waſted our Strength and vital Subſtance, that we 
are ready to conclude; every new Effort, like 
the Struggles of a dying Man, to be our laſt. 
But what betrays the ſtrongeſt Symptoms of a 


State being devoted to Ruin; not even theſe 


Dan gers are ſufficient to unite our divided Coun- 


cils; but Men _; we fear, the Paſſions of 
4 Ambition 


- 


Br > 
Ambition and private Reſentment to prevail over 
their juſter Regards for the Honour, the Inte- 
reſts, - and the Safety of their Country. For Pi- 
lots to quarrel during the Rage of a Storm or 
when their Veſſel is within the Reach of the E- 
nemy, does not equal this fatal Infatuation. . _ 

It is painful to dwell on the Miſeries of our 

Country, otherwiſe we might add to theſe Evils, 
which Heaven in Wrath is pleaſed to inflict on 
us, the Scarcity of Bread which now ſo ſorely 
oppreſſes our numberleſs Poor; the Malady that 
threatens our Flocks with almoſt total Deſtruc- 
tion; the fatal Diſtemper which hath many 
Years raged with ſuch Violence amongſt our 
Herds, where perhaps it may be ſtill lurking 
not yet wholly ſubdued. In Fine, there are few 
Calamities incident to a Nation, which our own 
at preſent does not in ſome Meaſure feel: fo 
that many among us are n to cry out with 
the Servants of Pharaob : Knoweſt Thou not _ 
that Egypt is deftroyed? 
WM This is not faid to diſmay or diſcourage us, 
much leſs to aggravate our Sufferings ; but only 
to awaken us to a Senſe of our Condition, and 


make us in Earneſt apply for a Remedy, For 
es our Caſe be deplorable, we. truſt, it is 


ot yet deſperate. The ſame good Being who 


hath often ſo wonderfully interpoſed'in behalf of 


this 


an 


this Nation; can yet fave it from Ruin,” 11 He 
ean but once be engaged to come in to our Aſ- 
ſiſtance, every deadly Symptom will ſoon diſap- 
pear, and the State, however weak and reduced 
at preſent, be forthwith — to its wonted 
Health and Vigour, | 
It is to Him then we mit fue for Help, as 
his only Power that is able to recover us out of 
this our diſtreſſed and broken Condition. A Mea- 
fure, one would hope, which, under theſe Circum- 
ſtances, we ſhould eaſily be induced to purſue ; 
fince it is natural to reſt upon Gop in Times of 
Affliction, and would be putting a Kind of Re- 
ſtraint on the Mind, - unleſs utterly abandoned 
and deſperate, not then to flee to this Duty. 
But though a timely Application to Heaven be 
the firſt Step towards a Recovery, we muſt not 
hope for this ſalutary Effect from it, except ſome 


| others be taken to — the Cure, Let us 
therefore conſider 


II. Secondly, che Conditions regu on our 
Part in Order to render this Duty effectual. 


Adem firſtCare ſhould be * the Cauſe where- 
in we are engaged, and rely on God for dueceſs, 
be juſt. -Otherwiſe, to apply to Him for Aſſiſt- 


. ance would be as impious, as for a Man in his 
private Capacity to implore the divine Being to 
abet 


t 


* his Delighs of Oppreſſion, Feud, Revenge, 
Luſt, -or any other Miſchief. How far we are 


right in this Point, the Generality cannot ſo pro- 
perly judge, nor does it regularly come under 
their Determination. But by what can be gather 


ed from the moſt authentic Accounts, it appears, 
we were far from being the firſt in attempting to 
annoy or encroach upon the Enemy. Nor are 
Aſſurances wanting from the higheſt Authority 
to convince us, that War was commenced with no 
other View, but that of maintaining the lawful 
Rights of our Sovereign and his People. There are 
ſeveral concurrent Circumſtances to confirm this 
Opinion: Such as the Nation's being unlikely to 
kindle up a War under its preſent Incumbran- 
ces; the little or no Advantages we could pro- 
poſe to reap from new Acquiſitions; our natural. 
Fondneſs for Eaſe in the quiet Enjoyment of 
what we already. poſſeſs, without moleſting o- 
thers; and the Madneſs it would be to provoke 
without Cauſe an Adverſary, the Reverſe of 
ourſelves in moſt of theſe Particulars. In ſhort, 


ſhould a Conteſt ariſe between a reſtleſs, wer-, 


grown, ambitious Man, and his honeſt, peace 
able, perhaps: indolent, Neighbour, would any 
One be at a Loſs on which Side to fix the Blame, 

dugh unacquainted with the Grounds of their 
Quarrel? —— betwixt us and 


the 


Z 


1121 

the Enemy. 80 far then as the Juſtice of our 
Cauſe is concerned, we may fairly preſume our- 
ſelves intitled to the Favour of Providence. 

But this Condition, however neceſſary, is not 
ſufficient alone, upon which to ground our 
Hopes of Aſſiſtance. For Gop may ſuffer us to 
be oppreſſed in a juſt-Cauſe, by Way of Puniſh- 
ment, if in other Points we are found to be 


wanting: eſpecially in thoſe eſſential ones of 


national Piety and Virtue. I am ſenſible, it is 


counted but a Form of Speech, when Men com- 


plain of the Wickedneſs of the Times. But 
ſurely there are ſome Sins in which it may be 
affirmed, without Exaggeration or peeviſh In- 
vective, that we exceed the Example of former 


Ages. I do not inſtance ſo much in thoſe of 
Fraud, Luxury, Intemperance and other Im- 


moralities; becauſe even in theſe, it is poſſible, 
we may have been equalled in ſome other Age; 


as in thoſe which bear an immediate Relation to 
God, and are therefore the more provoking ; 
ſuch as a Ditregard of Providence, a Diſbelief 
of all Revelation, and an utter Contempt for every 


Thing ſerious : Impieties in which the preſent 
Age hath riſen to ſuch a Pitch, as cannot, in 


: Imagination, well be exceeded. And, which adds 


greatly to the national Guilt, theſe have been 
openly profeſſed and -induſtriouſly propagated 
00 — FU both 
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both at Home and abroad, almoſt without Con- 
troll or Diſcouragement, farther than what hath 
been given them by good Men in their incom- 
parable Writings. Thus hath been followed by 
Conſequences extremely pernicious to the State; 
as they have robbed Men of every good and ge- 
nerous Principle; left them deſtitute of Virtue 
and-public Spirit ; and abandoned: them to ſuch 
Venality and Proſtitution on all Sides, ſuch Cor- 
ruption of Manners and deſperate Wickedneſs, 
as no Nation hath ever yet been able long to ſup- 
port itſelf under. Fair Return this for the many 
invaluable Privileges and Advantages of Wealth, 
Liberty, pure Religion, and excellent Form of 
| Government, by which we have been eminently 
diſtinguiſhed, above moſt other Nations! Whe- 
ther theſe horrid Impieties and Corruptions may 
not, by the juſt Judgment of Heaven and their 
own natural Tendency, now overwhelm this 
Kingdom with Ruin, or at leaſt ſink it into an 
inſignificant tributary Province, Gop only knows. 
But they ſeem the more ominous, fince Hifto- 
rians repreſent our Country as fallen into a like 
State of Degeneracy, when a Conqueſt was 
gained over it, many Centuries ago, by a Part 
of the ſame enraged Power, that now threatens 
It lt Deſtruction. Ts = TY 


ä But 


p 
11 
{178 


Sepſe of their _ and vowing Amendment, 


17 
But, all melincholy Forebodings apart: ſhould 
the impending Ruin be averted ; can we hope 
however that. our waſted: Strength and 'Vigout 
will be reſtored, whilſt we remain under all the 


Diſqualifications for divine Mercy that have here 


been recounted ? A bare temporary Reliance on 


_ Go, ſuppoſing it conſiſtent with a State of Vice 


and Impenitence, can no more do this, than the 
beſt Medicine can recover a broken Conſtitu- 
tion, while the Man perſeveres in the fame 
Courſe of Riot and Intemperance, by which it 
was at firſt impaired, The Way to render this 
Truſt effectual to the Purpoſe intended is; by 
abandoning the Principles of Libertiniſm, Irreli- 
gion and Profaneneſs, for which the Land 
mourns; by bewailing the enormous Corruptis 


ons they have introduced; and then proving the 
Sincerity of our Sorrow by wholly forſaking 


them, and in earneſt returning to the ancient 
Paths of manly Piety and. Virtue, from * 
we have ſo unhappily deviate. 

"Theſe are the Conditions vrirjeipaily to © a6. 


5 kg on. And if this Day's Solemnity be ac- 
companied with Reſolutions of faithfully. diſ- 


charging them, our Addreſſes to Heaven may 
not yet aſcend too late. The united fervent 
Prayers of a whole People, humbled under a 


have 


RR... + 
have ſeldom failed of Acceptance, . Theſe are 
what the Father of Mercies, according to the 


Repreſentations given of Him i in Scripture, can-- 


not eaſily withſtand or refuſe. Who knows then 
but that, in Compliance with the Prayers at this 
Time aſcending from all Quarters of the Na- 
tion, even now the divine Decree may be paſs- 
ed, the heavenly Mandate iſſued out, that hence- 
forth our Affairs ſhould take a more favourable 


A 


Turn, our Arms be bleſſed with Succeſs, and | 
theſe: Kingdoms, with the pure and reformed 


Religion which ſo happily adorns them, be again 
crowned with the Bleſſings of Proſperity and 


Peace. It was this Kind of Humiliation which 


obtained that welcome Meſſage from. Gop to 
Hezekiah, when Sennacherib, after laying waſte 
many fenced Cities into ruinous Heaps, threatened 
Jeruſalem with a like Deſtruction : * Thus ſaith 
the Lorp- concerning the King of Aſſyria, be ſhall 
not come. into this City, nor ſhoot an Arrow there, 


nor come before it with Shields, nor caſt a Bank 


againſt it. — For I will defend this City to ſave it, 
Ir my own Sake, 4 aha 5 Servant David's 
wt fr, 

But then laſtly, we are not FA * to 8 on 
the Ane Aid as to ſlacken and ee, n 
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leſs 
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Tefs to give over, our own Endeavours. "For 
though the Iſſues of War are immediately in the 
Hands of Gop, and do of all others leaſt anſwer 
the Probability of ſecond Cauſes, yet is not the 
Application of our own Powers therefore to be 
neglected; ſince theſe are the eſtabliſhed Means 
whereby Heaven conveys to us Succeſs in every 
' Undertaking; though, to teach us Dependence, it 
reſerves to itſelf a Power to croſs and diſappoint 
them. Nay ſo neceſſary a Condition is this, 
that even where Miracles have been interpoſed i in 
Relief of a diſtreſſed People, Gop hath ſeldom 
taken their Cauſe ſo wholly upon Hirnſelf, as to 
ſuffer them to ſtand amazed in the midſt of Dan- 
ger, only lifting up their Hands to Heaven, with- 
out trying any other Means of Deliverance. 
Thus Moſes, whilſt the Egyptians were cloſely 
purſuing the Mraelites, is ſharply queſtioned by 
Gop for not ſeconding his Prayers for their Eſ- 
cape by the Uſe of ſuch Helps towards it as they 
had in their Power: * Wherefore crieft Thou un- 
to me? Speak unto the Children of Hrael that they 
go forward. The Truth is, without a vigorous 
Application of our own Strength, we ſhall be 
more likely to provoke Gop, than to engage His 
Afliſtance ; as there are no-Perſons we have leſs 
Patience with, or help with greater Reluctance, 


a Exod. 14. 15. 


than 


[mn] 


m thoſe, who, throwing all their Concerns 
upon us, are too timid, or too lazy and indolent, 
o do any Thing for themſelves, * | I 
Since then the divine Aſſiſtance will not rea- Co 
lily be vouchſafed but in Concurrence with our 
own Endeavours, it very much imports us not 
o be ſlack or remiſs in exerting them; but to 
ontribute every one his Share towards the com- 
mon Safety. And this is an End of which Men 
in all Stations may be ſome Way or other Pro- 
oters. Our Superiors may advance it by the 
Vigour, the Wiſdom, and the Unanimity of # 
their Counſels : our Fleets and Armies by the 
Vigilance, the Promptitude, and the Bravery 
of their Conduct: and all of us by paying 2 
dutiful Submiſſion to our Superiors, by our 
cheerful Contributions to ſtrengthen the Hands 
of Government in carrying on the War, by in- 
ſpiring and animating one another with a Love 
of our Country in this Time of common Dan- 5 
ger, and by allaying the Violence of Party, re- 
conciling the Minds of Fellow- Subjects, and re- 7 
moving, as far as in us lies, every Obſtruc- 


tion to the public Good. Such honeſt Endea- 
vours on our Part will at once incline Heaven to 


cooperate with us, and prove the beſt Means, 
in a natural Way, to extricate us out of our pre- 


ſent Difficulties. 
Nor, 


2 
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Nor, in this view, ſhould the Aſſiſtance of 
Allies, if any yet remain whoſe Fidelity and 
Steadineſ® we may with Security rely on, be ne- 
glected. For Nations ſtand in the fame Rela- 
tion to one another as Men; and may be apply- 
ed to for Aid with as little Shadow of Diſtruſt | 
in Providence, as a prudent Man depends on the 
Kindneſs of a Friend, the good Offices of a 

Neighbour, or the Intereſt of a Patron. 
But then in proſecuting theſe or any other hu- 
man Means for our Safety, we are not ſo far toff 
rely on their Efficacy, as to imagine the di- 
vine Concurrence needleſs. This is an Error 
more to be avoided, even than that of truſting 
to Heaven for Deliverance without moving ai 
Finger towards it ourſelves; fince the one does 
but argue a religions Weakneſs, but the other an 
 Impious Preſumption. Nor could -we conſult 
worſe for the Succeſs of our Affairs, than by q 
running into this Extreme; the ſupreme Difpo-l 
fer of Events being too jealous of his Prerogative 
to ſuffer any Events to proſper, how well ſoever 1 
planned, in which His Providence is allowed to 3 
have no Share. How highly guilty we are of þ 
this imprudent as well as impious Meaſure, lei 
any one judge, who reflects on the Writings, the 3 
Converſation, and the general Bent of the Times. | 
And no doubt to os Cauſe, among others, : 
may] 


[19] 
nay be referred the many ſtrange and unexpect- 
ed Diſappointments we have ſuffered, during the 
ort Progreſs of the preſent War. Had we con- 
fided leſs in our own Strength, and made more 
\ccount of the Aſſiſtance of Gop, looking for 
WSucceſs on our Endeavours only through Him; 
We may reaſonably preſume, we had not fo fa- - 
Wally experienced, how vain and inſignificant the 
moſt pompous Preparations, and the beſt con- 
Wcerted Schemes of Defence are, without His fa. 
rn Concurrence and Bleſſing. ä 
= Upon the whole then, to conduct ourſelves 
Wrightly between theſe two Extremes, we ſhould 
Wapply all the lawful Means we are able, to pro- 
note our Succeſs; and with the ſame Vigour 
Wand Earneſtneſs, as if they were our only Reli- 
1 ance: And then again ſo intirely commit the 
vent to Gov, under an humble Senſe of its 4 
Whbeing ſolely in His Diſpoſal, as if we ourſelves, 
Win the mean While, had only fat Rill. Such 
Wa duc Mixture of honeſt Induſtry and devout 
: Refignation, is, what alone ſuits the % 
F of active, dependent Beings. 
; Let us now therefore proceed, as was propoſed I 


III. Thirdly, to conſider the Advantages na- 
; turally ariſing from a due Diſcharge of this 
Duty. 7 


1 
6 4 3 


4 | And 
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And the firſt Advantage is, that it gives a 
Boldneſs to Men's Undertakings, and Reſolu- 
tion to go through them with Undauntedneſs 
and Vigour. A Man acting under the Eye only 
of a Patron and Well-wiſher to his Cauſe, will 
exert himſelf almoſt beyond his natural Abili- 
ties: How much more He that believes himſelf 
under the Inſpection, the Influence, and the 
Protection of Omnipotence ? Accordingly, what 
wonderful Atchievements have been performed, 3 
as appears from numberleſs Inſtances both ini 
facred and profane Hiſtory, by Men anima-W 
ted with this Perſuaſion? It was therefore a 
very politic Proceeding in Rabſhakeh, the A- 
rian General, when he came before Jeruſalen, : 
to aſſure the Inhabitants in the Hearing of his 
own Army, that Gop had withdrawn His Pro- 
tection from them, and now fought on the Side 
of their Enemies: Am I now come up without 
the Lok againſt this Place to dſtroy it? Ne 
Lokp ſaid to me, go up againſt this Land and de- 
roy it. A general Belief of this, he knew, 
would at once ſo diſhearten the Fews, and in 
Proportion add Courage to his own Forces, 
that it muſt be followed either by an immediate 
Surrender, or an eaſy Conqueſt of the City. | 


a 2 Kings 18. 25. 
This 


[ 2x ] 

This is not ſaid to encourage the ſpiriting up 
Jan Army with falſe Hopes, which no good Man 
would adviſe, though often practiſed with Suc- 
ceſs; but to ſhew that Religion, however fo-* 
reign it may be thought, is not the leaſt uſeful 
Quality, to Men of this Profeſſion. We cannot 
deny indeed, but that Emulation, a Senſe of Ho- 
nour, Love of Country, or perhaps a mere In- 
ſenſibility of Danger, may make Men acquit 
themſelves well in the Day of Battle. But it is 
certain that not one or all of theſe can infuſe 
that ſteady, uniform, exalted Courage, that he- 
roic Ardour, which a rational well- grounded 
Truſt in Go inſpires. Without this, conſtitu- 
tional Valour is a variable unſettled Thing, al- 
ways liable to be diſconcerted, and ſubject to 
the ſame Sinkings and Decays as the Conſtitu- 
Wtion itſelf, How highly then does it behove 
Men bred up to Arms, among other Attain- 
ments ſuitable to their Profeſſion, to provide 
Wthemſclves with this religious Confidence? Not 
Wall their Addreſs and Skill in War would ſtand 
chem in half ſo much Stead in the Hour of 
Trial, as this. It would give Strength and Vi- 
gour to their Arms, and fight for them again/? 
ler Enemies better than a mighty Shield and 
rong Spear. 


C2 A State 


T1 
A State too would'do well, for its own Sake, 
to ſee them trained up to this Duty. We might 
then ſafely truſt the Defence of our Rights in their 
Hands, Men, who had Minds thus. ſeaſoned 
with Religion, would think themſelvesbound upon 
Principle to do their utmoſt in vindication of the 
Wrongs offered to their King and Country. Be- 
fides, if we may be allowed to judge of our heaven · 
ly Preſerver from what we feel in ourſelves, no 
doubt but He would be more ready to bleſs 
the Endeayours of ſuch Men, and to make His 1 
Work proſper in their Hands; there being no 
Perſons we help with greater Pleaſure, or more 
unwillingly diſappoint, than thoſe who put them- i 
ſelves wholly under our Protection. Whereas, iſ 
if a Soldiery be profane and diſſolute, utterly re- 
gardleſs of a Providence, and profligate and a- 
bandoned to the laſt Degree; is any hearty Con- 
fidence to be repoſed in them ? or can it be ima - 
gined that Heaven, though otherwiſe not unfa- 
vourably diſpoſed towards a Nation, would be 
concerned with ſuch vile Inſtruments 1 in procu- ; 
ring its Safety? | 
Nor, in the mean while, is this * Virtus i 
of leſs Efficacy to comfort and ſupport the 
Minds of a People at Home, than to derive the 
Bleſſings of Courage and Succeſs upon their Ar- 
mies 
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mies in the Field. For conſider it only in Times 
of Danger, when the Affairs of a Nation wear 
a melancholy Aſpe&, when all Things look dark 
and lowering, and perhaps every Day threatens 
ſome oyerwhelming Ruin: how does this divine 
Confidence: help to ſettle and compoſe Men's 
Minds, and to quiet thoſe Apprehenſions and 
Tremblings of Heart, which they would other- 
wiſe feel? The Righteous w1ll not be afraid of any 
evil Trgings : for bis Heart flandeth faft and belie- 
veth in the Lord. He knows that all Events are 
in the Hands of a merciful Gop, and is there- 
fore inclined to look for more proſperous Times, 
rather than give Way to any gloomy. Preſages 
of his Country's Ruin. But and if the Danger 
be too prefling to admit of Hopes of Delive- 
rance, He has this Comfort however, that his 
higheſt Intereſts are ſtill ſafe, being placed above 


che Reach of human Contingencies, where 
Ino Power on. Earth, however great and victo- 
W cious, can invade or hurt them. Your own Re- 


YE fcRtions will ſpare me the Pains of obſerving, 
how much we ſtand in Need, under our preſent 
Alarms and Diſtractions, of every Support and 
Conſolation, which this Principle is naturall7 
W fitted to beſtow, 


ve ſuffer, as well as thoſe we apprehend, it will 


And if we apply it as a Remedy for the Evils 
be 
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be found of equal Benefit to us. It is true, we 
have met with ſome heavy Diſaſters, proved 
hitherto unſucceſsful in all our Undertaking, 


and are mightily ſunk'in Point of Reputation a- 
mongſt our Neighbours. But then are there 


here no alleviating Circumſtances to be diſcover- 


ed by Virtue of this Truſt? Shall we not reflect 
that theſe Misfortunes have yet but affected the 


Extremities as it were, and although galling e- 
nough, might however have fallen upon ſome 


more tender and vital Part? That as they are 
ſent by One, who doth not affie? willingly, nor 
_ grieve the Children of Men, they muſt be deſign- 


ed for ſome gracious End: perhaps to check 


our Pride, and correct that over-weening Opi-W 


nion, which we are apt to entertain of our match-· 
leſs Strength and Valour : perhaps to caution us 
againſt any future Delays or Negligence ; that 
by ſtumbling at the Threſhold as it were, we 

might avoid ſome greater Danger: or laſtly, to 


chaſtiſe us for our Sins, and bring us back to our 


Duty. In a Word, inſpired by this Truſt we 
ſhall reſolve every Calamity we ſuffer, either into iſ 


a Mercy on Gop's Part, or ſome Demerit on our 
own, and by that Means be "_ WAY. Gainers | 
by it. 
The laſt Advantage I ſhall mention, is, that 
beſides ſetting our preſent Circumſtances in the 
moſt 


11 
oſt favvarable 1e Light they will bear, it will in- 
cline us to farry tbe Lorp's Leiſure for a Remo- 
val of them, and not ſuffer us peeviſhly to con- 
lude, that becauſe our Requeſts on this Head 
are not immediately complied with, they are 
erefore totally rejected. We ſhall conſider that 
he may for a while, out of Kindneſs, forbear 
o grant them: either for a Trial of our Virtue, 
or to heighten and inflame our Devotion; and, 
by inhancing the Value of His Bleſſings, to 
nake us receive them at laſt ,with the greater 
ranſports of Joy and Gratitude. 

Who then would not labour to provide them- 
ſelves with this great Secret of Happineſs ; which 
an thus blunt the Edge of Diſappointments, and, 
dy giving a new Turn to the Mind, convert the 
evereſt Diſpenſations of Providence to a People 
to real Bleſſings? The Way to obtain this is, 
dy meditating on the great Deliverances which 
oD hath in former Ages vouchſafed to this 
Church and Nation ; by frequent Prayer, which 
deing a repeated Act of Affiance in Him, will 
de a Means of rendering this Duty habitual; 
and by ſtudying, whilſt the Mind is rendered 
hus ſoft and pliant through ſufferings, and na- 
urally bends towards Gop, to fix it in this 
Direction. 


This 
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This done, our ultimate Care muſt be, eac} 
of us ſo to demean himſelf, that he be no Hin 
drance, by any Failure on his Part, to the pub 
lic Bleſſings we hope to receive. We may in 
. deed and ought to bewail the Sins of the Com 
munity ; but then our own muſt not be forgot 
ten or over looked in the Heap. Every Man muſ 
confider the Part he may have had in drawing 
{ down the Judgements of Gop upon the Land 
and make that the chief Subject of his Humilia 
jon. Would but each of us thus draw off. hi 
' own Share of the public Guilt, the whole woull 
ſoon be exhauſted. This is a Way in which the 
„ meaneſt have it in their Power to ſerve thei 
{ Country, and be this their Encouragement, thal 
the higheſt cannot ſerve it in a better. Let thi 
| firſt Object of our Aim therefore be perſonal A 
mendment: ſo from this ſmall Beginning in Par 
ticulars will a general Reformation ariſe, W. 
ſhall then have Nothing to fear from our Ene 
mies; but may reſt ſecure on that moſt en 
couraging and gracious of all Promiſes, give 
by Gop to Joſhua when he went forth to War 
* 7 vill be with Thee, I will not fail Thee nor for 
ate Thee, Be frong, therefore, and of a gon 
Curage. FS 7 


a Joſhua 1. 5, 6, 
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Lately Publih'd, by the ſame Author, 


e Defireableneſs of Peace, and the Duty of a Nation upon the 
pry of it. A SERMON preach'd before the Univerſity of 
Oxford, at St. Mary's, on Tueſday, April 25. 1749. being the 
Day appointed to be kept as a General Thankſgiving to Al- 
mighty God for the Peace. 'The Third Edition. 


+ Reaſonableneſs and Uſes of commemorating King Cuarues's 
Martyrdom. A SERMON preach'd before the Univerſity of 


Oxford, at St, Mary's, on Tueſday, Fanuary 30.1753, The 
second Editition. | 


Id, by Daniel Prince, Bookſeller in Oxford, and F. Rivington, 
in St, Paul's Church -Yard, London. 1 


Where may alſo be had, 


Sermons, by George Fothergill, D. D. Prin- 
cipal of St. Edmund Hall: On the 
following Subjects; viz. 


e Importance of Religion to Civil Societies. An Aſſize - Sermon 
preach'd at St. Mary's in Oxford, on Thurſday, March 6. 
1734-5. The Third Edition. | | | 


preach'd before the Univerſity of Oxford, on Monday, Jan. 
31. 1736-7. The Second Edition. 


e Delay of Succeſs to repeated Faſts confider'd and 4 A 
Sermon preach'd before the Univerfity of Oxford, on Wednueſ- 


General Faſt. The 'Third Edition, 


be Duty of Giving Thanks 75 National Deliverances. A Thanks- 
giving-Sermon preach” 
at St. Martin's, Oxford, on Thurſday, October 9. 1746. 


preach'd at St. Mary's in Oxford, on Thurſday, March 8.1753. 


be Proper Improvement of Divine Judgments. A Sermon preach'd 
before the Mayor and Corporation, at St. Martin's Oxford, 
on Friday, February 6.1756. on Occaſion of many dreadful 


Earthquakes at Lis Bon, and other Places. = 


je Danger of Exceſſes in the Purſuit of Liberty. A Sermon 


day January q. 1744-5. being appointed to be kept as a Sixth 


before the Mayor and Corporation, 


be Reaſons and Neceſſity of Publick Worſvip, An Aſſize-Sermon 
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